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Public1  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Elmodesham  House, 

High  Street, 

Amersham, 

Bucks. 

September,  1948 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Amersham  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1947. 

During1  the  year  Local  Health  Authorities  were  required  to 
submit  their  proposals  for  carrying  out  their  duties  under  Part 
III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  to  the  Minister, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  serve  copies  of  their  proposals  upon 
various  authorities  including  the  Local  District  Councils  who 
could,  if  they  so  desired,  submit  counter-proposals  to  the 
Minister  for  consideration.  The  proposals  of  the  Bucks  County 
Council  were,  in  the  main,  acceptable  to  this  Council. 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  was  rather  higher  than 
in  the  previous  year.  This  was  accounted  for  mainly  by  an 
increase  of  371  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles.  The  district 
escaped  the  widespread  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (Infantile  Paralysis).  There  were  three 
cases  in  Amersham  in  1947,  whilst  in  the  previous/  year  there 
were  four.  Information  concerning  a case  of  undulant  fever 
led  to  the  discovery  of  the  cause  of  the  illness  in  the  milk  from 
an  accredited  herd. 

The  percentage  figures  for  preventive  inoculation  against 
Diphtheria  in  both  age  groups  were  practically  stationary. 
During  the  year  under  review*  the  figures  in  the  0 — 5 age  groups 
were  56.5  per  cent,  and  in  the  5 — 15  age  group  56.4  per  cent., 
whereas  the  previous  year,  they  were  55.1  per  cent,  and  56.7  per 
cent,  in  the  respective  age  groups.  There  was  only  one  case 
of  Diphtheria  notified — a soldier — during  the  year. 

In  conclusion  it  is  again  my  very  pleasing  duty  to  thank  my 
colleagues  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  active 
co-operation  during  the  year.  In  particular  I wish  to  thank 
Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Council’s  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Engineer 
for  his  assistance.  Finally,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors,  I 
would  like  to  thank  you  for1  your  kindly  assistance  throughout 
the  year. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  P.  EVANS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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A General  and  Vital  Statistics 

1.  Statistics  and  Vital  Statistics 


Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40,440 

Area  (Acres)  of  District  ...  ...  ...  46,233 

Number  of  Inhabitable  Houses  (per  Rate  Book)  1 1.033 

Rateable  Value  of  Area  ...  ...  ...  £318,986 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  £1,252 

Amersham  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  about  72 
square  miles.  It  lies  in  the  South-Eastern  portion  of  the  County 
of  Bucks.,  is  situate  about  25  miles  from  London  and  ranges 
over*  two  spurs  of  the  Chiltern  Hills. 

Its  characteristic  physical  features  are  its  well  wooded  slopes 
and  hills.  Its  social  conditions  may  be  described  as  those  due 
to  agricultural,  residential  and  industrial  factors.  Until  1939, 
the  increase  in  population  was  mainly  due  to  its  being  a London 
dormitory,  but  since  then  there  has  been  a steady  flow  of  selected 
light  industry  into  the  neighbourhood  which  has  absorbed  a 
high  proportion  of  locally  available  labour.  Its  proximity  to 
London  has  also  tended  to  give  rise  to  the  development  of 
several  well  marked  urban-type  communities  within  the  rural 
boundaries. 

Despite  the  recent  establishment  of  selected  light  industries 
in  the  district,  several  agencies,  including  the  Council  itself, 
have  co-operated  to  preserve  large  tracts  of  woodlands  for 
their  amenity  value.  The  provisions  of  the  Green  Belt  Act  and 
similar  powers  have  enabled  large  areas  of  the  district  to  be 
preserved  for  their  amenity  value  within  the  Greater  London 
Planning  Region. 

On  the  whole  therefore  it  may  be  said  that  whilst  there  is  a 
limit  to  the  possible  development,  there  is  increasingly  a ten- 
dency toward  the  better  balance  of  the  agricultural,  industrial 
and  residential  factors  in  the  area. 

The  area  of  the  Amersham  Rural  District  is  46,233  acres. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population 
for  1947  was  40,440. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book 
at  the  end  of  1947  was  11,033. 

The  rateable  value  of  all  hereditaments  in  the  District  on  31st 
December  was  £318,986  and  the  product  of  a penny  rate  for 
the  financial  year  1947-48  was  £1,252. 


2.  Births 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 17.9 

Birth  Rate : England  and  Wales  20.5 

(a)  Live  Births : Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  339  345  684 

Illegitimate  20  17  37 
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(b)  Still  Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

...  7 

2 

9 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

— 

— 

Still  Rate  per  1,000  total  births — 
(c)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  ... 

12.3 

Nil 

( d ) Deaths  of  Infants  under 

one  year 

of  age  ... 

21 

Legitimate  ... 

Males 

...  9 

Females 

8 

Total 

17 

Illegitimate 

...  2 

2 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate 

live  births 

24.8 

Infant  Mortality  : All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  29.1 

England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

related  births  ...  ...  41.0 


Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  10.4 


Death  Rate  for  England  and 

Wales 

• • • • • • 

12.0 

Causes  of  Death 

M ales 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Heart  Diseases 

55 

69 

124 

2. 

Cancer 

39 

39 

78 

3. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

15 

8 

23 

4. 

Congenital  malformation, 

premature  births,  etc. 

5 

9 

14 

5. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

13 

6 

19 

6. 

Bronchitis 

9 

8 

17 

7. 

Other  Digestive  Causes 

7 

4 

11 

8. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polio-Encephalities 

1 

1 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Res- 
piratory System 

3 

3 

6 

10. 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

11. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo- 
denum 

3 

1 

4 

12. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

13. 

Acute  Inf.  Enceph  ... 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

3 

7 

15. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

18 

27 

45 

17. 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

1 

18. 

Nephritis 

4 

4 

8 

19. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

1 

1 

20. 

Suicide 

3 

2 

5 

21. 

Other  Violence 

5 

4 

9 

22. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

3 

1 

4 

23. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  un- 
known 

12 

24 

36 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  203 


216 


419 
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Birth-Rates,  Civilian  Death-Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and 
Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1947. 

(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


England 

and 

Wales 

County  Boro 
and  Great 
Towns  includ- 
ing London 

Smaller  Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  census) 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

* Rates  per  1,000 

Civilian  Population: — 

Births: 

I 

Live  Births 

20.5  § 

23.3 

22.2 

22.7 

Still  , , 

0.50  § 

0 62 

0.54 

0.49 

Deaths: 

1 

All  Causes 

12  0 § 

13.0 

11.9 

12.8 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0 01 

Influenza 

0 09 

0.09 

0.08 

0.08 

Small  Pox 

0 00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

0.01 

0.02 

00.2 

0.01 

Notifications 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0 01 

0.01 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

Scarl  T Fever 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

1.31 

Whooping  Cough 

2.22 

2.41 

2.02 

2.80 

Diphtheria 

0.13 

0.15 

0.14 

0.14 

Erysipelas 

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.22 

Small  Pox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Mea  sles 

9.41 

9.13 

9.58 

5.29 

Pneumonia 

0.79 

0.89 

0.68 

0.64 

Rates  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths 

All  causes  under  i year 

41  1 

47 

36 

37 

of  age 

Enteritis  & diarrhoea 

under  2 years  of  age 

5.8 

8.0 

3.7 

1 4.8 

Rate9 

per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

N otifications: — 

Puerperal  Fever 

} 7. 16 

8 99 

6 97 

f 1.21 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

III  6.94 

Maternal  Mortality 

In  England 

and  Wales. 

Rates  per  1,000 

Rates  per 

total  (Live  and 

Million  women 

Still)  Births 

aged  15-44 

Abortion  with  sepsis 

0.10 

9 

Abortion  without  sepsis 

0.06 

5 

Puerperal  infections 

0.16 

Other  maternal  causes 

0.85 

1 

* A (-)  Dash  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 

11  Per  1,000  related  Births 

§ Kates  per  1,000  Total  Population 

||  Including  Puerperal  Fever 
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B Health  Services 

1.  Hospital  Services 

The  Minister  of  Health  in  the  exercise  of  his  powers  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  published  on  the  18th  December, 
1946,  an  Order  defining  the  areas  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Boards.  Fourteen  areas  are  so  defined  of  which  ten  are  each 
associated  with  one  university  and  medical  school,  /ind  the  re- 
maining four  with  the  University  of  London  and  the  twelve 
undergraduate  Medical  Schools. 

Amersham  District  is  in  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Area, 
and  the  Amersham  General  Hospital  and  the  Chesham  Hospital 
are  both  under  the  control  of  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

It  should  be  emphasised,  however,  that  the  Regional  Areas 
are  not  self-contained  medical  systems,  but  units  of  convenient 
size,  pivoting  on  a teaching  centre  and  intended  as  a basis 
for  planning  and  administration.  There  is,  for  example,  no 
reason  at  all,  bec'ause  Amersham  is  in  the  Oxford  area,  why 
residents  in  Amersham  should  not  be  treated  in  Hospitals  in 
the  London  area,  if  that  is  most  appropriate  to  their  needs, 
whether  on  grounds  of  special  medical  care  or  of  ease  and  con- 
venience of  access  for  them  and  visiting  relatives. 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  organized  and  ad- 
ministered by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry 
of  Health  since  1939,  will  continue  to  be  administered  on  a 
peace1  time  basis  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  for  an 
initial  period  of  five  years  after  the  appointed  day  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

The  Service  is  concerned  with  Bacteriology  and  Epidemiology 
in  relation  to  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of  Infec- 
tious Disease. 

The  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  situate  at  Walton 
Street,  Oxford,  and  in  general,  undertakes  free  of  charge,  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  such  specimens  as*  sputum,  nose 
and  throat  swabs,  faeces,  urine,  blood,  etc. 

The  chemical  examination  of  water  and  sewage  effluent  is 
undertaken  by  the  Public  Analyst,  Southwark  Borough  Council. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities 

(a)  Infectious  Disease  Ambulances 

Each  of  the  four  Infectious  Disease  Hospitals  in  the  County 
will  continue  to  maintain  its  own  ambulance,  and  it  is  proposed 
that  they  should  be  used  solely  for  this  type  of  work. 
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( b ) Ambulance  Services 

The  Bucks  County  Council  will  provide  an  ambulance  service 
for  the  whole  of  the  County  through  the  agency  of  the  Order 
of  St.  John  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  One  ambulance 
will  be  stationed  at  Amersham. 


( c ) Hospital  Car  Cases 

In  addition  to  the  ambulances  mentioned  above,  the  County 
Council  will  also  be  responsible  for  the  provision  of  hospital 
sitting-case  cars. 


4.  Nursing  in  the  Home 

NATURE  OF  THE  ARRANGEMENTS  IN 

GENERAL 

Amersham  • t 2 Queen’s  Nurses. 

Amersham  Common  I M.  M.  Groves, 

Chesham  Bois  r M.  Otter, 

Coleshill  7 First  Avenue,  Amersham. 

Winchmore  Hill 


THE  AREA 

Telephone 

Amersham 

374 


Chalfont  St.  Giles  ) 2 Queen’s  Nurses 

Seer  Green  f M.  C.  Bott,  Bay  Cottage,  White  Chal.  St.  G. 


Hart  Lane,  Chalfont  St.  Giles.  413 

H.  E.  Carey, 

c/o  Mrs.  Throssel,  Sorret,  Chal.  St.  G.. 
Mill  Lane,  Chalfont  St.  Giles  455 

* Chalfont  St.  Peter  2 Queen’s  Nurses. 

B.  E.  Turner  and  A.  E.  Stanley,  Gerr.  X 
“Strathlene”,  Lower  Road,  2559 

Chalfont  St.  Peter. 


Lee  Common 
The  Lee 
Chartridge 
Swan  Bottom 

* Ashley  Green 
Whelpley  Hill 
Ley  Hill 
Lye  Green 
Tylers  Green 
Latimer 

Holmer  Green 
Penn  Street 
Penn 

Little  Missenden 
Great  Missenden 
Little  Kingshill 
Hyde  Heath 

Haw  ridge 
St.  Leonards 
Buckland  Common 
Cholesbury 


| I District  Nurse  Midwife. 

[ V.  Woodward,  Church  Cottage  The  Lee 
I Lee  Common,  213 

Nr.  Gt.  Missenden. 


I District  Nurse  Midwife. 

. M.  Bly,  Nurses  Cottage,  Chesham 

Ley  Hill,  Nr.  Chesham.  238 


'j  1 Queen’s  Nurse. 

I H.  Peck,  Elmhurst, 

J Elm  Road,  Penn. 

I District  Nurse  Midwife. 

) F.  Parker,  Nurses  Cottage, 
l Rignall  Road,  Gt.  Missenden. 


Penn 

2130 


Gt.  Miss. 
7 1 


I District  Nurse  Midwife. 

R.  Coles,  Sandpit  Hill, 
Buckland  Common,  Nr.  Tring. 


Cholesbury 

269 
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* Prestwood  l 1 Queen's  Nurse. 

Gt.  Kingshill  ’ H.  M.  E.  Coulson,  Gt.  Miss. 

Nurses  Cottage,  Prestwood,  2og 

Gt.  Missenden. 

All  the  above  Nurses  are  State  Certified  Midwives  employed  by 
the  local  District  Nursing  Associations. 

The  employing  Associations  are  subsidised  by  the  local  authority 
(Bucks.  C.C.)  in  respect  of  midwifery  and  in  addition  for  health 
visiting  and  school  work  where  this  is  undertaken. 

* These  Nurses  hold  the  Health  Visitors  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute. 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  above  District  Nurses  do  not  attend  infectious  cases, 
those  cases  that  cannot  be  properly  nursed  by  relatives,  or 
properly  isolated,  are  sent  into  the  Aylesbury  Isolation 
Hospital. 

5.  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres 

There  are  12  Infant  Welfare  Centres — namely  at  Amersham- 
on-the-Hill;  Whielden  Street,  Amersham;  Chalfont  St.  Giles; 
Chalfont  St.  Peter;  Winchmore  Hill;  Great  Missenden;  Little 
Chalfont;  Brushwood  Drive,  Chorley  Wood;  Holmer  Green; 
Tylers  Green ; Seer  Green  and  Cholesbury. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  carried  out  at  most  of  the 
above  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

School  Clinics 

At  Chesham  (Germain  Street)  Ophthalmic,  Dental  and  Orth- 
opaedic (not  restricted  to  children  of  school  age).  At  Chalfont 
St.  Peter,  Ophthalmic  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  at  the  Cottage 
Hospital. 

Patients  are  also  sent  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics  at  Aylesbury 
and  at  Chesham. 

HOSPITALS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  ARE  AS 

FOLLOWS  : 

Hospitals 

For  Non-inf ectious  Diseases  : 

(a)  Within  the  District : — 

Chalfont  St.  Peter  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds  36,  Men  10,  Women  14,  Children  5,  Private  7. 
Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  are  carried  out 
and  there  is  a fully  equipped  X-ray  apparatus. 

There  is  also  an  E.M.S.  Hospital  at  St.  Mary’s,  Whielden 
Street,  Amersham. 

( b ) Outside  the  District : — 

(i)  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital. 

Beds  22,  Men  8,  Women  7,  Children  5,  and  2 private 
wards. 
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There  are  facilities  for  X-ray  examinations. 

Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  in  Chesham. 

(ii)  Royal  Bucks  County  Hospital  at  Aylesbury. 

(iii)  The  War  Memorial  Hospital  at  High 
Wycombe. 

As  the  District  is  only  about  25  miles  from  London,  patients 
are  frequently  sent  to  one  or  other  of  the  London  Hospitals. 

For  Infectious  Diseases.  (Other  than  Small  Pox  or 

Tuberculosis) 

Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium,  Peppard  Com- 
mon Reading. 

The  Colony  for  Epileptics  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter  is  also  within 
the  District. 

C.  Infectious  Diseases 

1.  Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 

During  the  year  633  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
received. 

There  was  one  case  of  Diphtheria  notified  from  Chalfont  St. 
Giles,  a soldier  on  leave. 

46  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  37 
of  the  patients  were  removed  to  hospital  as  conditions  at  home 
were  unfavourable  for  isolation.  The  cases  were  distributed 
throughout  the  district  as  follows  : — 

Chalfont  St.  Giles  2,  Chalfont  St.  Peter  17,  Amersham  10, 
Great  Missenden  4,  Little  Missenden  4,  Cholesbury-cum-St. 
Leonards  3,  Penn  1,  Ashley  Green  2,  Chartridge  2,  The  Lee  1.  . 

A number  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Chalfont  St.  Peter, 
occurred  at  a mixed  residential  school.  The  cases  were,  with 
one  exception,  very  slight,  and  the  disease  was  by  no  means 
typical. 

97  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  during  the  year 
as  Compared  with  102  the  previous  year.  12  cases  occurred 
in  January,  7 in  February,  5 in  March,  8 in  May,  5 in  June,  30 
in  July,  19  in  August,  2 in  September,  2 in  October,  6 in  Novem- 
ber and  1 in  December. 

They  were  distributed  throughout  the  district  as  follows:  — 
Chalfont  St.  Giles  1,  Chalfont  St.  Peter  5,  Amersham  26, 
Great  Missenden  11,  Little  Missenden  6,  Seer  Green  25,  Penn 
3,  Chesham  Bois  6,  Ashley  Green  2,  Chartridge  6,  The  Lee  6. 

465  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year  as  com- 
pared with  94  during  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  the  disease.  This  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified 
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is  explained  by  the  fact  that  Measles  occurs  in  biennial  epi- 
demics. 23  cases  occurred  in  January,  82  in  February,  79  in 
March,  32  in  April,  139  in  May,  87  in  June,  16  in  July,  3-  in 
August,  1 in  September,  1 in  October  and  2 in  November. 

They  were  distributed  throughout  the  distrtict  as  follows  : — 

Chalfont  St.  Giles  7,  Chalfont  St.  Peter  34,  Amersham  209, 
Great  Missenden  71,  Little  Missenden  13,  Cholesbury-cum-St. 
Leonards  3,  Seer  Green  13,  Penn  22,  Chesham  Bois  41,  Ashley 
Green  13,  Coleshill  15,  Chartridge  19,  The  Lee  2,  Latimer  3. 

4 cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  during  the  year,  1 at  Chal- 
font St.  Peter,  1 at  Amersham,  1 at  Little  Missenden  and  1 at 
Chesham  Bois. 

7 cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year,  4 at 
Amersham,  1 at  Great  Missenden,  1 at  Little  Missenden  and  1 
at  Ashley  Green.  There  was  one  death  from  the  disease. 

3 cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
1 at  Amersham,  1 at  Seer  Green  and  1 at  Chesham  Bois. 

6 cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  from  Shardeloes 
Maternity  Hospital  during  the  year,  and  one  from  Penn.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  the  disease. 

1 case  of  Dysentery  at  Great  Missenden. 

1 case  of  Para-typhoid  Fever  at  Chesham  Bois. 

1 case  of  Undulant  Fever  at  Ashley  Green.  The  notification 
was  received  from  the  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Amersham,  where 
the  man  had  been  a patient  for  some  weeks.  The  source  of  the 
disease  was  believed  to  be  infected  milk  and  when  the  patient’s 
milk  retailer  was  traced,  it  was  found  that  there  had  been  an 
outbreak  of  contagious  abortion  in  the  herd  of  this  particular 
farm  18  months  ago. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  and  number  of  cases 

removed  to  hospital  during  the  year  1947. 
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MEASLES 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

No.  of 

No.  of 

AGES 

cases 

Deaths 

cases 

Deaths 

notified 

notified 

1 

Under  1 year 

5 

8 

1 year 

28 

11 

2 years 

35 

12 

3 years 

36 

IO 

4 years 

55 

10 

5 years 

250 

42 

10  years 

34 

3 

15  years 

4 

• 

20  years 

10 

• 

35  years 

5 

1 

45  years 

3 

• 

65  years  and  over 

• 

• 

TOTALS  . . 

465 

97 

2.  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  percentage  figures  of  children  immunised  against  Diph- 
theria in  the  Amersham  Rural  District  are  as  follows  : — 

0 — 5 years  group  ...  ...  56.5% 

5 — 15  years  group  ...  ...  56.4% 

Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisa- 
tion at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1947. 


Age  at  31/12/47 
i.e.  Born  in  year 

1947 
Under  1 

1946 

1 

1945 

2 

1944 

3 

1943 

4 

1938-42 

5-9 

1933-37 

10-14 

Total 
Under  15 

! Number  immunised 

4 

241 

153 

264 

477 

598 

2995 

4692 

Estimated  mid-year 
population  1947 

Children  under  5 
3050 

Children  5 — 14 
5220 

8270 

15 


3.  Tuberculosis 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relat- 
ing to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed 
in  the  Milk  Trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  (relating  to  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  per- 
sons suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1947 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory  1 

Respiratory 

Non.- 

Respiratory 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

0 

I 

• • 
1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

5 

. 1 

. 1 

• • 

. 1 

15 

1 6 

2 1 

3 

• • 

2 5 

2 

1 2 

• • 

1 

35 

3 4 

• • 

3 

• • 

45 

1 1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

55 

65  and  over 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

TOTALS 

9 12 

3 4 

4 3 

. 1 

D Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

1.  Water 

The  piped  supply  is  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  samples  of  water  from  the  public  water 
mams  were  submitted  for  chemical  examination  and  in  all 
cases  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

In  August  the  Council  received  the  necessary  loan  sanction 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health*  for  an  amount  of  £7,355  for  the 
carrying  out  of  ten  extensions  of  the  water  main  as  follows  : — 
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Parish  Approx,  length 


Situation 

of  extension 
in  yards 

Beamond  End 

Little  Missenden 

100 

Hog  Lane,  Holmer  Green 

Little  Missenden 

390 

Spurlands  End,  Holmer  Green 

Little  Missenden 

543 

Heath  End — Spurlands  End 

Great  Missenden 

1796 

Jasons  Llill,  Ley  Hill 

Latimer 

500 

The  Vale,  Chesham 

Ashley  Green  & 

Cholesbury  - cum- 
St.  Leonards 

3350 

Fagnall  Lane,  Winchmore  Hill 

Coleshill  and  Penn 

300 

Magpie  Lane,  Coleshill 

Coleshill 

120 

London  Road,  Chalfont  St. 

Chalfont  St.  Peter 

500 

Giles 

Penfold  Lane,  Holmer  Green 

Little  Missenden 

270 

It  was  not  possible  to  carry  out.  the  work  on  these  extensions 
during  1947  owing  to  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  Water 
Undertakings  concerned  in  obtaining  the  necessary  materials. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from  sources 
other  than  public  supplies  and  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Fifteen  of  these  samples  were  found  to  be  un- 
satisfactory, the  remainder  were  satisfactory.  In  the  case  of 
the  unsatisfactory  samples  appropriate  action  was  taken  in- 
cluding the  service  of  ten  Statutory  Notices,  six  of  which  were 
complied  with. 

2.  Public  Cleansing  and  Cesspool  Emptying  Service 

These  services  have  been  reasonably  maintained  through- 
out the  year  but  it  has  still  not  been  possible  tol  improve  the 
service  to  the  standard  desired,  owing  to  the  continued  lack 
of  plant  and  labour.  During  the  year,  however,  one  new  cess- 
pool emptying  vehicle  and  two  new  refuse  vehicles  were  re- 
ceived making  a total  of  seven  cesspool  emptying  vehicle^  and 
six  refuse  collection  vehicles  in  operation.  Two  of  the  old 
refuse  collection  vehicles  had  to  be  withdrawn  from  service 
when  the  new  vehicles  were  received.  Two,  further  collection 
vehicles  are  now  on  order  and  when  these  are  received,  it  would 
be  possible  further  to  improve  the  refuse  collection  service. 
At  the  present  time,  a fortnightly  collection  is  being  maintained. 

3.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

During  the  year  nineteen  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewer 
in  the  Parishes  of  Amersham,  Chesham  Bois  and  Little  Mis- 
senden. 

The  only  parts  of  the  District  which  at  present  have  a main 
drainage  system  are  Amersham  and  Chesham  Bois  and  Great 
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and  Little  Missenden.  The  remainder  of  the  District  depends 
upon  cesspool  drainage. 

Samples  of  Sewage  Effluent  were  taken  periodically  ior 
analysis. 

4.  Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  visits 

during  the  year  : — 

Nature  of  Inspection  or  Visit  N 0 • 

GENERAL  SANITATION 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  •••  100 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...  Ill 

Stables  and  Piggeries  •••  ...  ...  ...  •••  16 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  173 

Refuse  Collection : Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  21 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1*^ 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  207 

Informal  Notices  Statutory  Notices 

Served  71  Served  10 

Complied  with  68  Complied  with  3 

HOUSING 

No  of  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  79 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  341 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  30 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

No.  of  houses  inspected  in  connection  with  overcrowding  7 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  houses  inspected  for  Vermin  ...  ...  ...  14 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Visits  in  connection  with  disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  10 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  205 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 58 

Visits  re  Disinfection  41 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  36 

MEAT  'AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Total  Meat  Inspection  Visits,  including  visits  to 

Slaughterhouses  392 

Visits  to  : — 

Butchers  29 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  25 

Grocers  51 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  3 

Cowsheds  103 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 
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Ice-cream  premises  ... 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

...  13 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

...  16 

Restaurants 

• • • • • • 

• • # 

...  5 

Visits  in  connection  with  sampling 

...  52 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ... 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

...  62 

GAME  ACT,  1931 

No.  of  Game  Licences  renewed 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

6 

No.  of  Game  Licences’  issued 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

...  2 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION) 

ACTS,  1928 

and 

1936 

No.  of  Licences  renewed 

... 

• • • 

...  83 

No.  of  New  Licences  issued 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

...  5 

No.  of  Licences  transferred 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

3 

No.  of  Visits  made 

• • • • • • 

... 

...  16 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

No.  of  Factories  on  register  at 

end  of  year 

...  110 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

...  169 

No.  of  defects  found 

« • • • • • 

• • • 

...  13 

No.  of  defects  remedied 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

...  9 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

No.  of  Slaughterman’s  Licences  renewed  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  new  Licences  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919 

No.  of  premises  visited  ...  3936 

No.  of  premises  re-visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  235 

No.  of  premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  289 

No.  of  rats  picked  up  from  poisoning  ...  ...  ...  837 

No.  of  rats  estimated  to  have  been  destroyed  ...  5113 

SHOPS 

No  cases  of  contravention  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934, 
were  found  during  the  year. 

5.  Smoke  Abatement 

By  reason  of  the  nature  of  the  industries  generally  found  in 
the  Rural  District,  little  trouble  has  been  experienced  from 
smoke  nuisances. 

6.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Ten  cases  of  infestation  were  dealt  with  and  in  most  cases  a 
5 per  cent.  D.D.T.  in  oil  solution  was  used,  and  such  treatment 
appeared  to  be  fully  effective. 

The  use  of  “Gammexene”  smoke  generators  against  fleas, 
D.D.T.  smoke  generators  against  bugs  and  “Thermatox”  blocks 
against  fleas  also  gave  satisfactory  results. 
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In  one  case  of  infestation  it  was  necessary  for  Statutory 
action  to  be  taken  and  a Notic'e  was  served  under  Section  83 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

E Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

1.  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders 

This  Branch  of  the  Department’s  work  continued  to  receive  a 
good  deal  of  attention  throughout  the  year.  By  means  of 
visits  to  producers  at  milking  times,  the  production  methods 
were,'  kept  under  close  surveillance,  and  by  means  of  carrying 
out  sedimentation  tests  it  was  possible  to  demonstrate  visually 
and  practically,  the  value  of  using  the  utmost  care  in  cleansing 
the  animals  thoroughly  prior  to  milking.  The  general  level  of 
cleanliness  amongst  producers  in  this  area  is  high,  and  every 
effort  is  made  to  improve  the  standards  of  those  whose  methods 
leave  something  to  be  desired. 

Samples  of  both  designated  and  undesignated  milk  have  been 
examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Oxford.  The 
responsibility  for  the  designated  milks  rests  with  the  Bucks 
County  Council.  This  Council  is  responsible  for  undesignated 
milks  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  statutory  standard  for 
such  milks  no  action  other  than  informal  action  is  possible. 
The  results  have,  however,  been  valuable,  in  that  bad  results 
have  directed  the  Department’s  attention  to  farms  where  all 
has  obviously  not  been  well. 

Producers  have  been  encouraged  to  improve  their  standards. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  encourage  them  to  attain  the 
minimum  standard  of  Accredited  Producers.  At  many  farms 
several  improvements  have  been  carried  out  from  a structural 
point  of  view,  others  are  being  pressed. 

It  is  to  be  emphasised  that  adequate  control  over  milk  pro- 
duction is  impossible  so  long  as  there  is  such  a product  as  non- 
designated  milk,  requiring  conformation  with  no  statutory 
standard,  and  so  long  as  there  is  no  specific  definition  of  the 
word  “clean,”  in  relation  to  milk  vessels,  in  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Order. 

During  the  year  fifty-nine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Forty-eight  of  these  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
and  the  remaining  eleven  were  rejected.  Six  of  the  rejected 
samples  were  designated  and  the  other  five  undesignated. 


20 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936  and 
1938 

At  the  end  of  the  year  22  Licences  had  been  issued  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938,  as 
follows  : — 

Designation  Dealer’s  Bottling  Dealer’s  Retail-  Siipplementary 

Licence  ing  Licence  Licence 

Tuberculin  Tested  1 13  3 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  - 3 2 

Nineteen  of  the  above  Licences  were  renewals,  and  3 were 
new  Licences. 

Within  the  Rural  District  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
43  producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  16  producers  of 
Accredited  milk. 

2.  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

During  the  year  392  visits  were  paid  to  meat  and  food 
premises. 

5 tons,  15  cwt.,  1 qr.,  16  lb.,  14  oz.  of  meat  was  found  on  in- 
spection to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  the  entire 


amount  was  voluntarily 

surrendered 

by 

the  persons 

having 

possession  of  ther  same. 

Other  Foodstuffs  condemned  were 

as  follows  : 

Prunes 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

47 

lb. 

Raisins 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

25 

yy 

Dates 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

70 

yy 

Oatmeal 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

420 

yy 

Cheese 

• * • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2851 

yy 

Cheese 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

6 cartons 

Lard 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

168 

lb. 

Butter 

• • « • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1874 

yy 

Margarine 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

316 

, , 4 oz 

Bacon 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1444 

yy 

Eggs  

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

432 

lb. 

Barley 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

24 

Beef  Sausages 

• • • • • • 

92 

yy 

Corned  Beef 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

67 

yy 

Potatoes 

168 

yy 

Wet  Fish 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

931 

yy 

Smoked  Fish 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

223 

yy 

Lobster 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

294 

yy 

Crab  ...  ... 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

15 

yy 

Fried  Fish 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

25 

pieces 

Fish  Cakes 
Olives 
Fish  Paste 
Beef  Chips 
Flour 

Meat  Gelatine 

Sweets 

Rissoles 


312 


i 

jar 

i 

yy 

12 

lb. 

81 

yy 

3 

yy 

56 

16 

yy 

21 


Other  Foodstuffs  condemned  were  a-s  follows: 

Tinned  Goods 


Corned  Beef 

Sausages 

Meat 

Vegetables  

Fish 

Fish  Cakes 

Soup  •••  ••• 

Fish  Paste  

Meat  and  V egetables 
Meat  Paste 

Spaghetti  

Baked  Beans 

Smoked  Herring  Spread 

Cod  Liver  Roe 

Milk 

Fruit  

Jam 

Marmalade 

Syrup 

Pudding  


• • • 


21 

tins 

10 

158 

» 

872 

» 

147 

>> 

1 

ii 

36 

ii 

66 

ii 

38 

ii 

1 

a 

6 

ii 

1 

ii 

5 

ii 

1 

ii 

196 

ii 

20 

a 

8 

ii 

3 

it 

2 

ii 

1 

ii 

The  Central  Slaughtering)  Scheme  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  still  operates,  only,  the  slaughtering  of  pigs 
being  carried  out  in  the  area  during  the  year.  7,738  pigs  were 
slaughtered  at  the  two  bacon  factories  and  examined  for  fit- 
ness for  human  consumption.  Approximately  234  pigs  or  (3  per 
cent.)  were  found  to  be  affected  with  Tuberculosis  to  some 
degree. 


F Housing 

A considerable  number  of  housing  inspections  have  been 
carried  out,  but  owing  to  the  continued  shortage  of  materials 
and  labour,  the  Council  has  continued  a policy  requiring  only 
the  carrying  out  of  such  works  as  were  necessary  to  maintain 
houses  in  a weathertight  and  reasonable  condition  of  habitation. 
A number  of  houses  in  connection  with  which  demolition  orders 
were  served  just  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  were  still  in 
occupation  owing  to  the  absence  of  alternative  accommodation 
which  would  have  enabled  the  Council  to  require  their 
demolition. 

Where  the  service  of  a Notice,  either  Informal  or  Statutory, 
was  necessary,  such  Notices  were,  in  the  main,  served  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  There  were, 
however,  13  Informal  and  8 Statutory  Notices  served  under 


Factories  Act,  1937  PART  I of  the  ACT 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  as  to  health  ( including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


22 


o 


the  Housing  Act,  1936,  of  which  5 of  the  Informal  Notices  were 
complied  with,  and  the  Statutory  Notices  were  all  complied 
with. 

Little  further  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  owing  to  other  more  urgent 
activities  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Department. 


G Factories  Act,  1937  ( See ' Table  page  22). 

3.  Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork  ( Sections  110  and  111). 

The  number  of  out-workers  in  the  August  list  required  by 
Section  110  (1)  (c)  was  nine.  They  were  engaged  in  the 
making,  cleaning  and  washing  of  Wearing  Apparel. 

(. Signed ) T.  P.  EVANS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

September , 1948 
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